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Hanukkah 
In 2022. Hanukkah (or Chanukah) begins at sundown on Sunday, Dec. 18th, and ends the 
evening of Monday, Dec. 26th.  Hanukkah means “dedication” and is a holiday that honors 
and celebrates one of the first recorded fights for religious freedom and the success of this 
fight. It commemorates the re-dedication of the Holy Temple in Jerusalem following the 
Jewish victory over the Syrian-Greeks in 165 BCE.*  Once the Jewish people regained their 
temple, they wanted to purify it by burning ritual oil for 8 days, but they only had enough oil 
for one night. The miracle of this holiday was that the oil lasted for the full 8 days, thus 
burning candles and celebrating for 8 days is part of this holiday.  The holiday is observed by 
lighting the candles of a candelabrum with nine branches, commonly called a menorah.. 
One branch is typically placed above or below the others and its candle is used to light the 
other eight candles. This unique candle is called the shammash.  Each night, one additional 
candle is lit by the shammash until all eight candles are lit together on the final night of the 
festival.  Other Hanukkah festivities include singing Hanukkah songs, playing the game of 
dreidel and eating oil-based foods, such as latkes (potato pancakes) and sufganiyot,(donuts) 
and dairy foods. Gift-giving isn’t a traditional part of this holiday, but it has become more 
common in recent years, especially in areas where Jewish families have a lot of contact with 
Christians who celebrate Christmas. The only traditional gift of Hanukkah is “gelt,” small 
amounts of money.  

While widely observed, especially in the U.S., Hanukkah isn’t what the Jewish religion terms 
a major holiday. However, some Rabbis argue that the only reason it’s a “minor” holiday is 
because this holiday does not require major restrictions on people’s behavior and eating 
habits. These major holidays include Passover, Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur, and Sukkot.  
Since the 1970s, the worldwide Chabad Hasidic movement has initiated public menorah 
lightings in open public places in many countries.   
*In Israel, Modern time is measured by BCE (Before Common Era {BC}) and CE (Common Era 
(AD} 

 

We may not have 

it all together, 

but together we 

have it ALL 

EUCHARISTIC 

REVIVAL 
 

THOUGHTS…Just as by 

melting two candles 

together you get one piece 

of wax, so, I think, one who 

receives the flesh and blood 

of Jesus is fused together 

with Him and the soul finds 

that he is in Christ and 

Christ is in him.    

By:  St. Cyril of Jerusalem 

Mary of the 
Month 

Patroness of our Parish 

 

The Blessed Mother was 

chosen from all women to 

bear our Lord in her own 

body. While this gives Him 

to us as the perfect example 

of how to Love Him, He, in 

turn, gives her to us as our 

loving mother and 

Queen. St. Bernadine of 

Siena said, "No sooner had 

Mary consented to be 

Mother of the Eternal Word 

than she merited by the 

consent to be made Queen 

of the world and all 

creatures." Mary, our 

mother, Mary Queen of 

Peace, pray for us. 

 

 

According to legend the only time the rooster crowed at midnight was the night Jesus was 

born. "La Misa del Gallo" - the Mass of the rooster - Is celebrated at midnight on Christmas 

Eve in many Spanish and Latin American countries. The crowing of the rooster each dawn 

symbolizes the triumph of light over darkness, the victory of good over evil.                                                                                                                                               

Our Patrons-St. Adalbert:  Who was Saint Adalbert?  Saint Adalbert, Bishop of 

Prague, was born in Bohemia, of noble parentage, in the middle of the tenth century. His 

father, a Slavonian, sent him to study at Magdeburg under the care of Archbishop 

Adalbert, who placed him under the direction of a holy monk named Odericus, Saint 

Adalbert remained for nine years in this school and made considerable progress in human 

sciences. He spent his time in holy prayer, relieving the poor, and visiting the sick. Having 

acquired many books of the writings of the Fathers and Doctors of the Church, he returned 

to Bohemia and entered the ecclesiastical state at Prague.  On April 23, 997, a large group 

of idolaters assembled and demanded an explanation of his mission and presence in 

Prague. The saint replied that he had come for their salvation and urged them to abandon 

idol worship and adore the true God. But the crowd was displeased at his words, and he 

was run through the breast with a lance. Then, realizing his death was soon coming, he 

raised his hands to heaven and prayed to the Lord for their conversion. 

 

 

 

 

The 

Legend 

of The 

ROOSTER 
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Heavenly Notes....  

For Christians, Christmas carols mark a season of hope and the celebration of Jesus’ birth. in popular culture, these iconic 
jingles capture a warmth, cheer, and nostalgia that transcends religious belonging.  But where do these beloved yuletide 
songs come from? What inspired the people who composed them? How did they become popular? And what impact do 
their ancient Christian messages have on an increasingly post-Christian culture?  America Magazine recently released 
“Hark!” an audio podcast that explores the meaning and the making of our most beloved Christmas carols and their time-
honored traditions. Listen to them all by visiting www.americamagazine.org/hark-podcast 
 

While many of us may be familiar with the "Twelve Days of Christmas," did you know the song is about more than silly 

things like "turtle doves" and "lords a leaping?" The things we sing about in the song are very symbolic of our faith. This is 

because the song was initially written by a Catholic cleric celebrating the 12 days between Christmas and the Epiphany, a 

time of great celebration in the Church. Once you're aware of this fact, the meaning of the symbols shines through! 

Especially when you remember that "my true love" represents the Church.  Here are the meanings for each of the twelve 

days: 
 

PARTRIDGE IN A PEAR TREE: Jesus, the Son of God whose birthday we celebrate. 
 

TWO TURTLE DOVES: The Old and the New Testament, the complete story of our Judeo-Christian faith. 
 

THREE FRENCH HENS: Faith, Hope, and Love. 
 

FOUR CALLING BIRDS: The four Gospels: Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. 
 

FIVE GOLD RINGS: The first five books of the Bible, also known as the Torah or the Pentateuch. 
 

SIX GEESE A LAYING: Each egg is a day in the creation story, the first story in the Bible. 
 

SEVEN SWANS A SWIMMING: The seven gifts of the Holy Spirit: Wisdom, Understanding, Counsel, Fortitude, Knowledge, 

Piety, and Fear of God. 
 

EIGHT MAIDS A MILKING: Being a milkmaid was considered one of the lowest jobs, but Jesus cared for the servant as he 

did for royal blood. He came to save the poor in spirit, those who mourn, the meek, those who hunger and thirst for 

righteousness, the merciful, the pure of heart, the peacemakers, and those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake. 
 

NINE LADIES DANCING: The nine gifts known as Fruit of the Spirit: Love, Joy, Peace, Patience, Kindness, Generosity, 

Faithfulness, Gentleness, and Self-Control. 
 

TEN LORDS A LEAPING: The judges of the Ten Commandments. 
 

ELEVEN PIPERS PIPING: The eleven apostles after Judas betrayed Jesus. 
 

TWELVE DRUMMERS DRUMMING: The 12 points of doctrine listed in the Apostles Creed.  These "Twelve Days of Christmas" 

can be a fun song to sing, but it also represents a time of rededication and renewal leading up to the Epiphany. So, when 

you sing this song, let the meaning fill your heart with the season's joy. 

Pets of the Parish 

     “LUCKY” 

 

THE BIBLE 
A Not So Boring Book 

 

• Herod the Great, Herod Antipas, 

and Herod Agrippa were 

responsible for the deaths of Jesus, 

John the Baptist, and the apostle 

James 

• God formed man (Adam) out of 

the ground (Adama). The elements 

that make up the human body can 

be found in the earth's soil 

• Noah's Ark was 100,000 square 

feet. The White House is a mere 

55,000 square feet.  

“Want your spirits lifted?   
In need of some kid created joy? 

 

 Westside school in Sebastopol, California has 

created a public art project called Peptoc.  Just call 

707-873-7862,  and you’ll be directly connected to 

recorded messages from elementary school children 

who will share their joy with you about being alive. 

“If you’re feeling mad, frustrated or nervous, press 

one. Need words of encouragement or life advice, 

press two. Need a pep talk from kindergarteners, 

press three.  Press 4 to hear kids laughing with 

delight. Press 5 for encouragement in Spanish. To 

hear how awesome you look, press 6. Bonus pep 

talks press 7.”  In each case, you’ll hear children’s 

voices, insights, and sometimes just laughter.  

Try it.  Their joy just might be contagious.  😊 

http://www.americamagazine.org/hark-podcast


 

What’s Cookin’? 
  

Nut Rolls 

Is baking a holiday tradition in your 

home? It was always a fun time in my  

household growing up. In my family,  

Mom was the baker, Dad was the artist/crafter, and I always 

enjoyed both activities. To this day, some of my most treasured 

memories are the times I shared with my parents. Because there 

always seemed to be glitter decorating the kitchen, my Mom's 

favorite line was, "Just don't get glitter in the nut rolls!" If you 

want to start a new holiday tradition in your home, try her 

recipe. 

 

INGREDIENTS 

8 cups of flour  

1 lb. butter 

1 pint of milk (warm, not hot)  

3 heaping tablespoons of sugar 

6 egg yolks  

1 package dry yeast 

FILLING 

2 lbs. ground walnuts  

6 egg whites beaten till stiff 

1 ½ cups sugar  

1 tsp. cinnamon (optional) or vanilla 

1 tsp. lemon juice 

 

DIRECTIONS 

Cut the butter into the flour and add beaten egg yolks. Dissolve 

yeast in warmed milk, then stir in the 3 heaping tablespoons of 

sugar. Add the yeast mixture to the flour. Knead dough until it 

comes away from the bowl, adding a little more flour if needed. 

Cut the dough into 6 equal pieces. Knead each piece well, 

adding a little flour, if needed, for 5-7 minutes. 

Place on a baking pan and cover with a linen towel. Leave in a 

warm place to rise for about 3 hours or until doubled.  

 

FILLING 

To make the filling, grind the nuts, add the 1 ½ cups of sugar, 

lemon juice, egg whites, and the flavoring.  

Once the dough has risen, roll each ball into a thin rectangle on 

a floured board. Sprinkle with flour if the dough seems sticky. 

Spread 1/5 of the filling on each rectangle. Roll up, starting at 

the long side, and pinch the ends. Use a small amount of water 

to seal the ends. Place nut rolls on a baking sheet covered with 

parchment paper. Cover with a linen towel again and let rise for 

an hour.  

Brush each roll with egg wash (egg beaten with a bit of water) 

and bake at 350 degrees for 35 to 40 minutes until brown. 

 

 

 

 

 

Let the church say AMEN! 
 

At first glance you may wonder what the real purpose 

of this column may be. Bottom line is, it is our 

Catholic/Christian duty to be responsible stewards of 

our worldly gifts. Each one of us is encouraged to be 

focused on Faith, Family and Community. All resources 

are gifts from God. 

 

 



 

Naughty OR Nice???... 
How do you imagine the Christmas season? Do you view it as naughty or nice? Do you get sucked into consumerism and fall 

for all the advertisements? Different people have different interpretations and experiences. Here’s my list of favorite things 

and not so favorite things: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It seems like the NICE list is bigger than the NAUGHTY list, so that’s a good thing.  Merry Christmas and love to all! 

Jesus is the reason for the season! 

  

 

 

 

 

 

MERRY CHRISTMAS 

Z J O H N T H E B A P T I S T S U 

X Z C H T T C Q J T R H M S H U B 

F F F L N J E G P T C T C R O S Y 

C M S T S T E P H E N I Y T L E Z 

P V R N Z S A M T S I R H C Y J G 

Z E U S Q W K M D G R C E A F T H 

Q U E V E Y C L O O E T T B A H X 

K U A H G N W D J S G Y P O M O V 

P O K S S D U S H P N M Q M I O W 

F M O Y G N P E L X A D B T L X A 

W F Z O M K P I S E M I W G Y I P 

O U B A V H Y N Z T G P W Q U O N 

X X R X E F R C U F L N X C A T Y 

L Y V R S T N I C H O L A S D O U 

M X D J P J O S E P H F E A Q P G 

A S G U P U V R M H I D L B D B U 

N G D P Y O D W U Y N L N A I D F 
 

John the Baptist  Mary   Joseph  Christmas 

Jesus   St Stephen  St. Nicholas Angels 

Shepherds   Sheep  Manger  Holy Family     

 

Naughty List: 

• Decorations & sales start way too soon. 

• Rush, rush, rush…a  season of anxiety.  

• Christmas music 24/7 the day after 

Thanksgiving. 

• Trying to be bigger & better than everyone.  

• Pressure to do it all, gifts, decorations, 

baking.  

• December 26, it’s all done. Put it all away till 

next year.  

• Too tired, too busy, no time for church. 

 

Nice List: 

• Celebrate the season, gratitude at Thanksgiving, memories at All 

Saints and All Souls days.  

• SLOW DOWN, BREATHE. 

• Presence not Presents. 

• Anticipate the joyous season of Christmas through music. 

Appreciate the time and talent preparing the sacred music.  

• Watch the snowfall and share memories of Christmas’ past.  

• Give of your time, spend time with family, reach out to the lonely.  

• Share love, kindness and peace.  

• Participate in the liturgy, Midnight mass at MQP.  

 

 

 

 


